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of writs against offences of con-
tempt against the crown, and
attempts to encroach on the
powers of the crown. The first
statute, though not so called, of
the nature of Praemunire was
that of Edward I, 1306, laying
down that no tax imposed by
religious authority should be sent
out of the realm.

The statute of Edward III, 1353,
was directed against the papacy,
and forbade that matters falling
within the jurisdiction of the king's
courts should be taken before any
foreign court. The most important
statute of Praemunire is that of
Richard II, 1392, which imposed
the penalty of forfeiture on those
who should bring into the kingdom
any papal bulls, rescripts, etc.,
without the king's sanction. Later,
Praemunire was directed against
several miscellaneous offences, e.g.
the assertion that parliament could
act independently of the sovereign,
1661. See Wolsey.

Praeneste. Ancient city of
Latium, now represented by Pales-
trina (q.v.). It lay about 22 m. E.
of Rome, on the borders of the
country of the Aequi, and was
traditionally believed to have
been founded by Caeculus, son of
Vulcan, its original name being
Stephane. Built at the foot of a
commanding hill crowned by a
fortress, it had considerable
strategic importance. It sided
with the Latin League against
Rome, but was overcome by
Camillus, 380 B.C. Captured
from Marius by Sulla's lieutenant,
Lucretius Ofella, 82 B.C., its
territory was divided among the
victor's soldiery, and it later
became a favourite resort.

The superb Temple of Fortune,
built on the terraced hill, stood
where the modern town stands, and
was famed for its oracle. Claudius
Aelianus, 3rd century writer on
natural history, was born here.
Among archaeological discoveries
have been, in 1773, the Roman
calendar, known as the Fasti Prae-
nestini ; and in 1886, the Fibula
Praenestina, a gold brooch in-
scribed with early Latin of prob-
ably the 6th century B.C. See
Phoenicia.

Praesepe (Lat., a manger). In
astronomy, a star cluster in the
constellation of Cancer. To the
naked eye it appears as a misty
patch of light, and from its shape
is popularly known as the beehive.
In the telescope it is resolved into
a number of stars. Pron, preeseepy.
Praetor. Second in dignity
among the magistrates of the
Roman republic, the consuls being

first. The duties ofr the praetor
urbanus were chiefly legal. He
was an annually elected official
with some of the consul's duties,
and had jurisdiction in all civil
cases among Roman citizens. On
entering his year of office he pub-
lished an edict setting forth the
principles which were to regulate
h i s decisions.
These edicts
were the
foundation of
the Roma n
civil law.
There were also
praetores
mili tares
charged with
the adminis-
tration of pro-
vinces. The
praetors were
preceded b y
lictors. See
I m p e r i u m ;
Lictor.

Praetorian
Guard.
H ouseh old
troops of the
Roman em-
perors. In the
time of Augustus they comprised
nine cohorts of 1,000 men each.
The Praetorians played a prorn-
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inent part in the many revolutions
which made and unmade emperors,
See Rome.

Pragmatic Sanction (Gr.
pragma, act, business). Term used
in Roman law and afterwards in
European politics for a decision
dealing with a public matter affect-
ing the state as a whole. Best
known is the one by which the
emperor Charles VI, being without
sons, attempted to secure his lands
for his daughter Maria Theresa.
First put forward in 171 3, it was ac-
cepted by the diets of his Austrian
lands and nearly all the sovereigns
of Europe, but when he died it was
forgotten, and the War of the
Austrian Succession was the result.
Other pragmatic sanctions include
one issued by Charles VII of
France in 143S, ordering the re-
form of the Gallican Church, and
one issued by the emperor Charles
V in 1547. See Frederick II.

Pragmatism. Philosophical
term of American origin, the idea
of which was due to C. S. Pierce,
and the first use of the word to
William James (q.v.). It signifies
an empiricism which considers the
practical value, the consequences
and bearing upon human interests
of an assertion or conception, to
be the criterion of its truth. See
Bergson, H. ; Empiricism.
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Prague is the French (and Eng-    Prague, the Hradcany, surmount-
lish) form of Praha, name of the
capital of the Czecho-Slovak re-
public. It lies on
the river Vltava
(Moldau),    74
m.    S.S.E    of
Dresden.      An

international
rly. and air
transport cen-
tre on the lines

gart-Breslau Wroclaw)-Warsaw,
Hamburg-Trieste, etc., Prague has
little river traffic. Picturesque in
the distribution of the old parts
of the city over a number of hills
verging on the river, it is one of
the most beautiful and homo-
geneous cities of Europe. Its
eight districts are connected by
11 bridges, the most famous of
which, the Charles bridge,

ed by the Gothic cathedral of
S. Vitus, ran be seen to the best
advantage. Founded 1310 as a
separate little town by King
John I of Bohemia, the Hradcany
served later as the palace and
court of Bohemian rulers and
German emperors.

Prague is predominantly Gothic
in style, especially in the rich
14th century remains from its
development under the Emperor
Charles IV by Matthew of Arras,
the architect of S. Vitus, and his
successor Parler. S. George's,
also in the Hradfiany, dates from
912; All Saints was built 1263;
and there are also numerous
Renaissance and baroque buildings
of importance, especially among
the palaces of the nobles. The
castle, official seat of the Czecho-
slovak president and govt., has
711 rooms, some of them very
sumptuous ; while the cathedral

a
Gothic structure with two impres-
sive towers and a row of 30 baroque    (1344-1541), erected on the site of
statues,   was  designed   by   Peter   a chapel ascribed to S. Wenceslaus
Parler and built 1309-1507.  From    (921-929), contains the reliquiary
this   bridge   the   huge   castle   of   of that saint and king, chandeliers